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E-Reading briefing
Amazon Kindle
Launched November 19th, 2007

IFRA  Asia Conference, Kuala Lumpur 24-25th July 2008 

Dr Stig Nordqvist
Director Digital Media Research

Amazon's new Kindle device,
dubbed by some as the 'iPod of reading'

Despite early criticisms of the device and its $400 price tag, the Kindle electronic eBook reader sold 
out in just over 5 hours following its debut on November 19th. Since then, the device has taken a j g ,
beating from the mainstream media. Early reviews have expressed general appreciation for 
Amazon's run at a fresh concept but fault the retailer's inexperience in developing consumer 
electronics for the device's clunky and cumbersome user experience.

Still, Amazon has managed to remain completely backlogged on new orders and is warning 
customers that they should not expect their Kindle in time for the holidays if they're just now placing 
orders.

"Due to heavy customer demand, Kindle is temporarily sold out," reads a message on the retailer's 
website. "Because we ship Kindles on a first-come, first-served basis, please ORDER NOW to reserve 
your place in line  Your Kindle will not arrive by December 25th "your place in line. Your Kindle will not arrive by December 25th.
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Weight: 295g(Include battery) 
Display: ePaper       (Eink technology)

6 inches   600x800 pixel 
Storage: 256MB internal, external SD card
OS: Wolf Linux

(support for both Windows and Apple)
Format Support: 

Kindle .AZW
Text   .TXT
Unproteckted .MOBI and .PRC
Audible  .AA
Sound    .MP3
PDF,DOC,WOLF,HTML,JPG,TXT,
CHM,RAR,ZIP, Images ETC.

Communication: USB 2.0, Whispernet  
(EVDO/CDMA)(EVDO/CDMA)

Touch Panel: no
Sound: 3.5mm headphone and 

internal speaker
Release Date: 2007-11-19
Retail Price: 399usd (275€ or 40.000 ¥)
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www.amazon.com
an the Kindle e-reader
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Kindle Store:
books, newspapers, blogs, magazines, ”manage your kindle”, support
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92,208 books at launch of Kindle,
144,955 books by July 24th 2008
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11 newspapers at launch of Kindle,
21 by July 24th 2008
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Monthly subscribtion on Kindle
- prices 5.99-14.99 usd   (4-10€)
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8 magazines at launch of Kindle (16)
324 paid-for blogs (374)

Manage your Kindle
- integrated into my Amazon account
- seamleass download over Whispernet in US
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Kindle Support:
email news

– Device is not a killer-sexy-thing that would
make friends say wow out of envy

Key lessons so far

+ Hassle-free wireless connection

++ Key is multitude of choice – content!

++ Ease to buy and “download” the book etc

+ “iPod” for reading, carry all books, newpapers,
magazines, your reading in one device which is
good for reading 
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2012 2022

”E-reader – mass-market when?”

Kindle
Nov´07

Questions or Contact:

Dr Stig NordqvistDr Stig Nordqvist
Director Digital Media Research

Mobile:  +46 70 6924635
nordqvist@ifra.com
www.ifra.com

16

IFRA  Asia Conference, 
Kuala Lumpur 24-25th July 2008


