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IFRA Acceptance Tests

Aim: helping newspapers buying and checking investments

Acceptance tests for CTP, press, and mailroom 

Test procedures were developed and approved by the IFRA 
Newspaper Production committee

Members in the committees:

Press Manufacturers

Newspapers 

IFRA

Results are published in Special Reports: 

Press: 3.16 (1991), 3.16.2 (1999), 3.16.3 (2003), 1-2008

Mailroom: 4.11.1 (1996), 4.11.2 (2001)
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IFRA Acceptance Tests

The test should be performed:

After new installation

After reconstructions

In parts as necessary

Different tests for:

Acceptance of print quality

Checking of the folder performance 

It should be determined weather:

Press performance in accordance with sales contract

Waste is in accordance with contract

Quality is in accordance with guaranteed values
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IFRA Acceptance Test Benefits

Find hidden problems

Security for further processing (mailroom)

Independent checking of investments

Detailed report gives documentation of status for future 
reference which is useful for the buyer, manufacturer, 
operators etc.
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IFRA Acceptance Tests Organisation 

Presence of:

Press manufacturer representative

Buyer representative

Experienced printers from buyer/manufacturer

Third neutral party (WAN-IFRA)
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IFRA Press Tests Organisation

Manufacturer and buyer must agree on:

Materials 

Underpacking

Blankets

Roller and impression settings

Tension controls

Dampening values/curves (temperature, …)

Press hall air conditions

If necessary manufacturer must be given opportunity to check 
and change settings and materials
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IFRA Press Tests

Conditions during test:

Use a warm press

Print measuring targets on one side only

Go up to specified speeds

No big changes (web lead, inks, plates) during test

Particular tests should be collected from one paper reel

No adjusting or changes during sampling

Random set of 5 copies are evaluated from each sample set (20 
copies)

Always run some minutes in same conditions before taking 
samples (not valid for changing speed tests)
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Quality Acceptance Tests
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Subparts of Quality Acceptance Tests

A1 – Pre-setting according to scanner or RIP data

A2 – Pre-setting according to stored data

B – Register repeatability

C – Increasing speed

D – Max. production speed

E – Decreasing speed

F – Safety stop
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Sequence of Press Quality Tests
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Test A1 – Presetting to RIP Data

Only dampening 
adjustments allowed



© 2009 WAN-IFRA, 13

Test A2 – Presetting to stored Data



© 2009 WAN-IFRA, 14

Test B – Register Repeatability
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Test C – Increasing Speed
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Test D – Process Quality and Stability
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Test E – Decreasing Speed
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Test F – Emergency Stop

F



© 2009 WAN-IFRA, 19

Tested Parameters
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Testform

First printed edge →
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Testform

Custom made to:

• page size

• press ink zones

Aims:

• Even distribution of

ink across press

• Check printing 

problems

• Evaluate quality 

indicators
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Testform

• Information fields
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Testform

• Slurring
• Dot doubling
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Testform

• Ghosting

D75

DG
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Testform

• Starvation

DSDN
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Testform

Greybalance bar = C 30%, M 24%, Y 24%

Black halftone bar = K 34%

Horizontal solid bars to adjust ink distribution

Aim dry solid densities: 
C, M, Y = 0,90; K = 1,10
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Testform

Monochrome halftones:

• Plate curve

• Print curve
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Testform

Vernier marks/Techkon dots :

• Color-to-color register

• Register stability

• Fan-out

• Register in each page
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Testform Placement Example 4/2 press
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Average Density Deviation from Target Value
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4c-Midtone Spread
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Performance Tests
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Performance Tests

Aims:

Achieved net production (folder capacity)

Quality check at different productions

Test P1: paper waste level(s)

Tests run conditions:

constant speed

changing speed 

minimum pagination

maximum pagination
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Performance Tests Conditions
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Performance Tests Conditions
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Performance Tests Indicators

Tested indicators:

Pasting/splicing failures

Waste during reel splice, press start, press restart

Fold quality:
Fold height
Over fold
Former fold registers
Cylinder fold registers
Quarter fold registers

Slitting register

Cylinder cut-off register

Shingle stream delivery
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• Former fold register

Performance Tests Indicators
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Performance Tests Indicators

• Cylinder fold register
• Quarter fold register
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Performance Tests Indicators

• Cut-off register

• Slitting deviations

• Cylinder cut-off deviations
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Performance Tests Indicators

Shingle stream quality for single and double production

a: longitudinal distance

b: tolerance

c: inclined position

d: lateral offset

c
d

d
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Performance Tests Indicators

Prefold accuracy:

h: height of folded edge
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Performance Tests Indicators

Web wander

Size and position of pinholes on product
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Further readings

Special Report 1-2008 includes:

Acceptance test description

Evaluation method

Testform layout

Tolerances applicable on an
average modern press
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Further readings

Special Report 4.11.2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


